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Developing Kanji Vocabulary for Advanced Level Learners

Kano, Chieko

Abstract

The Japanese “Kanji 4” class at the International Student Center is intended for foreign learn-
ers of advanced level with or without kanji background who know approximately 1000 kanji.
This class consists of one lesson (75 minutes) per week for 10 weeks, and aims at further kanji
vocabulary building. In this class, learners are given the assignment of making short sentences
using the target kanji and the most frequently used compound words in which the kanji are
used, in order to expand the learners’ vocabulary in different fields.

The present paper investigates the process of learning kanji vocabulary by advanced level
learners. It also examines an effective Kanji vocabulary development for this level, using knowl-
edge such as the parts of speech of kanji compounds, grammatical usages, collocations with
other words in sentences and making networks of related words such as synonyms, antonyms,

etc.
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