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A BASIC RESEARCH ON THE EARLY-KOFUN-PERIOD TUMULI IN THE 1ZU PENINSULA AND THE
FORMATIVE PROCESS OF POLITICAL CENTERS IN THE PACIFIC COAST OF EASTERN JAPAN
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This research considered the relationship between the political centers
formed at the base of lzu Peninsula in the early Kofun period and the wide area network in the
Pacific coast of eastern Japan by examining the tumuli built during the period in the peninsula. Our

excavation of the newly-found Hyoutanyama Tumulus (key-hole shaped mounded tomb) revealed that both
the location and the structure of the tumulus were strongly affected by the traffic route crossing
the base of the lzu Peninsula. We can also recognize the expansion of village scale around the
tumulus and the revitalization of exchange with the surrounding areas in the latter half of the
early Kofun period, when the tumulus seems to have been built. These results lead me to the
conclusion that the base of the lzu Peninsula came to play a significant role in traffic system and
its importance as a central base became apparent in the latter half of the early Kofun period.
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