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A Study on the Elementary Teachers’ Certificate Examination
on the Second Education Ordinance of 1922 in Colonial Korea:
Focusing on an Analysis of Newspaper Articles Published in Colonial Korea

Shigeyo HASUIKE
The system of the elementary teachers’ certificate examination in colonial Korea, established in 1916, was
to ensure development of “qualified” Korean teachers. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual
circumstances of the elementary teachers’ certificate examination in the 1920s, which was implemented under
the “Cultural Rule” after the March First Movement of 1919, which was not fully covered in previous studies by

an analysis of newspaper articles published in colonial Korea.

According to the revision of the regulations of the elementary teachers’ certificate examination in 1922, the
examination performed the function of promoting the careers of in-service teachers, which was an important
factor leading to an organizational “pecking order” within the society of Korean teachers. Furthermore, as
revealed in this study, it can be said that the elementary teachers’ certificate examination began to perform a

social function.

The newspaper articles, published in colonial Korea indicated differences in direction and points of view
with regard to the elementary teachers’ certificate examination, between the bulletins that faithfully reflected
the colonial policy, and the Korean national newspapers that reflected the intentions of Koreans. However, there
was a common aspect that straddled both sides of the issue, which was the construction of “modern
credentialism” through the teachers’ certificate examination. The examination seemed to be increasingly
overheating, while encouraging the voluntary participation of Koreans. In conclusion, the teachers’ certificate
examination had the potential to undermine ethnic hierarchy, gender order, and traditional values, while
encouraging an organizational “pecking order” within the society of Korean teachers.



