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A study on the “National Children’s Strategy” in Ireland:
focus on the response to UNCRC and the philosophy of “whole child”

Eishi KOMAKI
“National Children’s Strategy” (NCS) was a ten-year national-level plan for children and young people
under the age of 18 that includes various areas such as education, health, justice, and welfare in Ireland. In
comparison with the Japanese context, NCS is meaningful with respect to its focus on the following two points.
The first is the response to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The second is
the “whole child” perspective. This paper refers to the Diet discussions in addition to NCS documents and

previous studies. Therefore, this study offers an original perspective in contrast to previous studies.

The results of this study are as follows.

1. The whole child is a framework for capturing development in an environment that extends from a child. In
particular, the 9 dimensions of childhood development are assumed as a framework for understanding
children. This paper identifies the whole child as having three significant roles (promotion of new support for
children, child-centered understanding, and a sharing of views on children).

2. However, the direct effects on concrete measures were minimal.

3. It was shown that the outcomes of consultation provided strong evidence for NCS.

4. Many of the measures set by NCS had been achieved by 2010. The responsibilities of each department were
clearly defined, so the division of work progressed steadily.

As described above, NCS was developed in response to the UNCRC. However, the concrete measures of
NCS were based on the results of consultations in Ireland. In other words, NCS was neither a superficial
response to the articles of the UNCRC nor directly derived from the idea of the whole child. Rather, the process
of hearing opinions was of greater significance in the development of the NCS.



