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Abstract: From the perspective of the study of rite and ritual, the rites of a particular 

group have hidden their beliefs. Through the study of the form and the history of the certain 

rite, we can understand the thought patterns and behavior rules behind it. In the scope of the 

Japanese craftsmanship, Kongo Gumi is considered to be the oldest group of craftsmen in Japan. 

Despite its long history, research on this group is still very rare, especially in their rites and their 

traditional craftsmanship systems. Therefore, this thesis starts with the transition process of the 

ceremony of carpenter with hatchet in Kongo Gumi, introduces the process of transforming from 

an architectural ceremony into a calendrical rite. Subsequently, this thesis introduces the existing 

mode of the ceremony of carpenter with hatchet in Kongo Gumi, discusses the ideological 

representation behind its objects system and behavior mode. Finally, this thesis discusses the 

religious belief and secular belief of the group of craftsmen behind the rite. 
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Introduction 

Rite is a set of formal acts, often fixed and traditional, performs on important social or 

religious occasions. It is generally considered to be the belief in action. Within the scope of 

cultural anthropology and religious studies, the study of the rite is often an important entry into 

the common psychology of a certain social group. 

In the past, the study of rite and ritual
1 

has undergone several transformations. The first genre 

1 There are two words in English that can be used to express this meaning. one is for the ritual; the other is for 
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