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Case Study

A Case Study on Communicative Behavior
of Psychomotor Retarded Child
: Complexation of Communicative Behavior
and Formation of No-sign

Yumiko Suzuki - Miki SAWADA * Jumpei OxO » Kazuhiro Fujita

Trainings which consist of using 2 or 3 communicative behavior-gaze, vocalization, and/or pointing
-at the same time, and of forming No-sign as a rejective expressive behavior, were conducted to four-years
five-months old psychomotor retarded boy. He used pointing alone in order to demand something for
someone, but when a demand was not granted, he injured intensely himself by beating his own head. We
expected that the frequency of self-injury behavior would decrease if he acquires these communicative
behavior.

Trainings had two targets;

{1} to express demand it has complex contents by useing 2 or 3 communicative behavior ;
(2} to form No-sign and as a rejective expressive behavior and to decrease in frequency of self-injury
behavior.

As regards target (1), a controlled setteing that the boy was restricted to satisfy his demands by
himself was adopted. We fixed 3 shelves to the wall and put 3 toys on each shelves. Then if he pointed to
the toy which he wanted and call someone at the same time, we handed it to him. And as regards target (2),
first Yes-sign was formed with a view to be understood the setting that were forced to choose cne of the
alternatives by him, and then No-sign was formed.

As the result of this trainings, he had come to express his demands by using 2 or 3 communicative
behavior ; and decreased in frequency of self-injury behavior.

Key Words: psychomotor retarded child, communicative behavior, No-sign



