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Short Report

Relationship of Thoughts toward Friends to Acceptance of Disability in
Persons with Physical Disability: Application of Quantification Theory to
Descriptive Data

Kennosuke KawaMa, Masami Sato, and Toshikazu NAKATSUKASA

Most of studies on the acceptance of physical disability suggested that the modification of interpersonal
behavior was related to the acceptance of disability in persons with physical disability. The purpose of
present study was to investigate the relationship of thoughts toward friends of theirs as interpersonal
behaviors to the degree of acceptance of disability. For this purpose, 36 persons with spinal cord injury and
13 persons with traumatic physical disability described the thought about friends of theirs and took
Handicap Acceptance Instrument (HAD .

431 desctiprions about friends were collected and were categorized into 20 categories by KJ method. This
procedure was nominal scaling of descriptions. Quantification method of third type with 20 categories about
friends as explanatory variables obtained the structure of thoughts about friends consisted of 5 components;
1st component was "their friends’standpoints to be persons with disability”, 2nd was “their own standpoints
to be persons with disability”, 3rd was "maintaining the present state”, 4th was “solitude”, and 5th was
“cognition of hard realities”. Sample scores of quantification method of third type in high score group of
HAI were higher than those in low score group. Quantification method of first type with 20 categories
toward friends as explanatory variables and scores of HAI as criterion variables suggested that the category
7 I have a bosom friend” and the category 20 "Don’t presume upon another’s kindness” related to the
acceptance of disability.

These results were discussed that subjects with high acceptance of disability had cognition of hard
realities. and those with low acceptance did not have appropriate cognition of realities and wanted a
friends. The application of quantification to descriptive data was useful method, but had some problems in
relation to treatments in no description of some categories by K] method.

Key Words : physical disability. acceptance of disability. guantification theory
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