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A Study on Population Intended for “Special Education and
Related Services” in U.S.

Yoshitatsu Nakaxo

As part of a review of special education in the U.S., this study aimed at discussing changes in disability
categories, the number of people to whom “special education and related services™ were provided, and what
direction future development should take, chronologically following the federal government’s approach to
the matter and taking up the problems therein.

The federal government has altered the definition of disabled children several times, each time amending
the federal administrative regulations concerned—starting from P.L. 91-230 Education of the Han-
dicapped Act of 1969 to P.L. 101-476 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1990. The next point
studied was the change in the number of people for whom “special education and related services” were
intended . The federal government attempted to provide financial assistance to the states, in proportion to
the numbers of children with disabilities up to 12% of the entire populations of children between 5 and 17
years of age. The related provisions of P.L. 94-142 and how they were enforced were investigated, with
particular attention to the Office of Education’s policies toward the states and the General Accounting
Office’s rigorous control.

Further, debates at the Senate and House of Representatives on disability categories to which special
education and related services should be applied and changes in categories were reviewed and recorded.

Lastly, three trends concerning special education in the U.S., which would set the future course, were
discussed.

(1} Further division of disability categories: Detailed educational programs are being worked out specifi-

—9l—



cally for various disabilities, and they are being legislated for.

(2) Movement against categorizing disabilities at an early stage: As the age of the pepulation for which
special education was intended lowered, there was a trend to categorize disabilities at an early stage.
This trend gave rise to a movement against it. National and state special education do not necessarily
use the same disability categories. Thus if a state reports numbers of disabled children category-wise,
there may be a discrepancy. Such discrepancies become increasingly apparent as early education
develops. P.L. 99-457 (1986) stipulates that children aged 2 years and less are covered by an individual-
ized family service plan, and that the states need not report the umbers by disability categories. A
report of the total number is sufficient. P_L. 102-119 (1991) leaves the reporting of numbers by
disability categories to the discretion of each state in the case of children between 3 and 6 years of age
covered by an individualized educational program. Even in this age group there is the possibility of
erronegus labelling, which is likely to ruin the future course of education.

Consequently, it is expected that in the U.5., categorywise labelling will decrease and the non-
categorical approach will increase. This will extend to higher age groups and lower degrees of
disabilities.

(3) Denial of disability categories and putting this theory into practice: This has been put into practice
in Massachusetts, South Dakota, and American Samoa. The movement, associated with the trend
mentioned in (2), shows signs of further acceptance. How the trend will develop in these areas needs
close attention.

Some suggestions were offered on matters that should be dealt with urgently in “special education and

related services”.

Key Words : special education, related services, disability category
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