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Development of the Prosthesis in Meiji Japan
——Through 3 Examples—

Yoshiko TsuBol and Yuji TSUMAGARI

For Japan the Meiji era was a period of new civilization and great efforts were being made to catch up
with modern Western countries. The purpose of the present study is to elucidate the process of development
of lower-extremity prosthesis through 3 cases in the Meiji era. The investigation has been done through the
interview to several persons concerned and records discovered recently. The results were summarized as
follows.

1 . Tanosuke Sawamura III (1845-1878), a kabuki actor, whose right leg was amputated due to gangrene
ordered an artificial leg to Kisaburo Matsumoto, a ningyoshi (a figure maker). This prosthesis had a
beautiful appearance but was not practical,

2 . Shigenobu Okuma (1838-1922), an elite politician. who lost his right leg in a terrorism was presented
a prosthesis by A. A. Marks Co. in U.S.A_ Okuma was greatly satisfied and wrote a letter of thanks.
At that time, however, imported prostheses were not only expensive to obtain but inadaptable to
Japanese life style.

3. Yuichi Suzuki (1872-1921) who lost his right leg in at accident an the age of 16 years made great efforts
to develop an artificial leg to fit him, and he took after Yasuyoshi Suzuki, a ningyoushi, to establish
a company of prostheses production later. The products of his company were supplied to war invalids
by the Japanese government until the post-World War II period.

4 . In the Meiji era, prostheses were mainly produced by figure makers but with some exceptions.

Key words: lower-extremity prosthesis, amputee, figure maker, the Meiji era



