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In Search of the Ethnography of Contemporary Japan
An Example from the History of Takasago City

How can we describe civil lives in contemporary Japan? This paper exam-
ines issues in “contemporary ethnography” based on regional research from a folk-
loristic point of view. Much regional research including folkloristic studies has been
undertaken on municipal basis in postwar Japan, but in many cases we have frag-
mentary descriptions of peculiar folkloristic matters. The concept of “folklore” in
Japanese folklore studies tends to restrict our research only to the survival of an old
age. To break the deadlock, I analyze my own description of “folklore” in Takasago
City, Hyogo Prefecture, and struggle to find a new perspective on the ethnography
of contemporary societies. The point is how to delineate the conditions of moder-
nity against which we lead our lives. I introduced the three concepts of Anthony
Giddens: “separation of time and space,” “disembedding,” and “reflexivity,” and
explore the dynamic aspects of everyday lives. We should revise the conventional
method of Japanese folklore studies to properly describe these aspects, and should
write “contemporary ethnography” to respond to the needs of people to improve
matters in hand and to envision prospects for the future.
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