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Tsukuba J. Rehabil., 11}, 3-9,1951,

A Study of the Intellectual Functioning of the Elderly in the WAIS-R

The purpose of this study was to investigate the change of intellectual functioning with aging based on

a sample of 1091 subjects in standerdization of the Japanese WAIS-R. The results were summarized as

follows:

1 . The performances of Verbal intellectual functioning were higher than that of Performance intellectual
functioning in the elderly from 70 vears old to 71 vears old.

9 . Among Verbal subtests. the scores of Comprehension. Vocabulary and Information did not decline; the
scores of Digit Span, Arithmetic and Similarities declined in the elderly. Among Performance subtests,
the score of Object Assembly was the highest. and the score of Digit symbol was the lowest.

3 . The peak age of Performance intellectual functioning appeared earlier than Verbal intellectual function-
ing. The decline of Performance intellectual functioning was notable. It was interestingly found that the
decline of Verbal intellectual functioning was little in the elderly over 65 years old. while such a tendency
was not observed in American data based on the WAIS-R norms.

Key Words: the elderly. intellectual functioning. WAIS-R



