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Brief Note

A Study of Social Support for Handicapped Children :
From Follow-up Study in Early Adolescence

Yasuko MuTo, Yu MizuHo, Yuji TSUMAGARI

In recent vears, much interest has focused on contrasting specific fanctions of social relationships that
contribute to social and psychological well-being. K.S.Rook (1987). for example, suggested in his study that
the function of social support such as companionship played a more important and more varied role in life
than previous studies had acknowledged. Two studies analized data from a follow-up survey of handicapped
chidren and their families to investigate the needs for social support including social companionship.

Study 1 was carried out to collect supportive resources recognized by handicapped children in their
adolescence and their families. The major findings were as follows ; The fact that for most of handicapped
children their associates were limited in only their families and a few was revealed. The indivisual use of
supportive resources varied in amount. Concerning types of supportive resources they used, there were few
who mentioned the experience of interpersonal exchange with others in the informal supportive resources
or organizations, which were organized automatically, like friends or persons who worked in the same office,
but many experience in the formal or organized supportive resources or organtzations including self-helping
organizations like parents’s associations were mentioned.

Study 2 was carried out to investigate the structure of needs for social support. For this purpose,
quantification theory were applied to descriptive data. 530 descriptions about handicapped children were
categorized into 22 categories by KJ method. Quantification method of third type with 22 categories as
explanatory variables obtained the structure of thoughts about handicapped children consisted of 2 compo-
nents. 1 st component was “security - anxiety”, 2nd was “needs for companionship - needs for instrumental
support”. Two groups were made by sample scores of quantification method of third type. For high score
group, more needs were necessary than for low score group. Quantification method of second type with 6
categories, such as “sex” or “age”, as explanatory variables, and scores of quantification method of third
type as criterion variables suggested that there were more needs of social support including social compan-
ionship for handicapped students in their adolescence, because of lack of individual and social resources, and
there were less needs for the handicapped children who were in the institutions and who were more than 18
or 19 years old.

The application of quantification to descriptive data was useful, but must be discussed whether it was
really able to classify the data and extract the speciality.

Key words : disabled children (person), social support, companionship, quantification theory



