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Prevention of Reproduction among the Feeble-Minded in the Turn of
the Century America —— Eugenic Sterilization and People
with “Feeble-mindedness” in the United States during
the Former Half of the 20th Century : Part 3.

Makio NAKAMURA

The purpose of this study, a third paper on eugenic sterilization of people with feeble-mindedness in the
United States was to clarify the process and the social meaning of advocates to restrict and prohibit
marriages of the paupers and the dependent classes such as the criminals and the defective in the states in
the end of the nineteenth century.

The following results were attained :

1. The prevention of procreation among them was from moral to compulsory demand to them as eugenic
movement provided many results of inheritance of defects for American community.

2. Superintendents of the institutions for the feeble-minded agreed with adoption of restriction and
prohibition of marriages among the feeble-minded as their total institutionalization policy supplement.

3. In the turn of the century, with support of ministers and some lawyers, social workers and doctors
enacted state legislations restricting marriage among the defectives and criminals.

4. The marriage restriction policy was replaced by a new and more effective sterilization policy.

5. While the blind and the deaf were exempted from subjects of state marriage restriction laws, the feeble

-minded, the insane and the epileptic were not only subjects of them, but were denied to have sexuality.

to be continued

Key Words : marriage restriction, feeble-minded. defectives, criminals, eugenics, United States



