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Oculist’s Cognition of Informing the Patient of Blindness
-—A Step of Rehabilitation Process of
Visually Handicapped Persons—

Kazue TATsuMI, Nobutaka IGARASHI and Kunio Kacawa

Informing the patient of blindness is very important in order to start rehabilitation. However, the
findings from previous studies show that the oculist’s informing is not necessarily effective when it comes
to starting rehabilitation. This comes from the fact that some oculists do not understand the meaning of
informing well and therefore hesitate to tell reality to the patients.

So, the oculist’s lack of understanding of this matter has to be taken up.

The purpose of this study was to investigate factors in informing the patient of blindness facilitating
rehabilitation of the visually handicapped.

The subjects were 57 oculists. The questiommaire contained 12 questions, which inquired about how
oculists informed the patient of blindness and what they thought about it.

The result indicated that all the oculists informed the patients of blindness. These results were not
consistent with those of the previous studies. However, the informing was not necessarily direct and
accurate.

In addition, they put much weight on the patient’s realization of his own blindness.

Oculists felt they didn’t need social resources much, that is, they did not cooperate with such professional
institutions as rehabilitation centers or schools for the blind.

These findings would become more understandable in the light of the same research for rehabilitation
trainers and teachers of schools for the blind.

Key Words : visually handicapped persons, informing the patient of blindness, rehabilitation, oculist
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