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C. Bernstein and Inauguration of Colony for the “Feeble-Minded”
in the Community to the 1910s in the United States

Makio NAKAMURA and Hiroki YONEDA

Community care is also normalcy for the “feeble-minded” except a period of segregation after the end
of 19the century. In the beginning of 20th century at the height of segregation policy, Charles Bernstein (1872
-1942) who was superintendent of New York State Rome Asylum for the Feeble-Minded inaugurated colony
system in the community with parocle system.

In the 1910s when a theory of inheritance and threat of “feeble-mindedness” dominated, total-in-
stitutionalization policy had ended in failure. As almost all institutions had faced with lack of accommoda-
tions, overcrowded condition, many applications, waiting for admission for many years, they could not play
their social role, but they had not ways enough to establish facilities to accommodate all “feeble-minded.
Some parents wanted discharge of their more mild and younger boys’ and girls’ lobor acquired through
training in the institution. There was abundant labor market for the unskilled “feeble-minded. These real
facts made possible inexpensive provision of opening colony in the community by Bernstein. It were very
innovative that his colony was admitted female “feeble-minded, placed and provided jobs in the comnmunity
and encouraged to marry, have birth and raise their child. However, many characteristics of such colony
-life has a close resemblance between his policy and the California system of parole and discharge for the
sterilized “feeble-minded” except that they could not give birth and raise child.

Key Words : C. Bernstein, colony, feeble-minded, community, parole, United States



