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Parent Satisfaction on Special Education in Japan and
the United States : Comparison in School-to-adulthood Transition

Yumi MizuTANL, Yumiko Suzuki and Kazuhiro FujiTa

In this study, 120 questionnaire answered by parents who had children with intellectual disabilities in the
14 to 22 age range in the United States and Japan (60 from each country) were examined if there were
significant differences in satisfaction with special education services. The results showed that parent
satisfaction was observed generally higher in the United States than in Japan. The implement of ITP which
has been legally systematized in the United States appeared to contribute to the results although it could not
be determined as the only factor. Additional considerations were cultural differences between two countries

as well as the residential environment and the degree of community inclusion.

Key Words : school-to-adulthood transition, ITP (Individualized Transition Plans), intellectual disabilities,
comparison between Japan and the United States
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