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The Proqressive Enterprise about the Sheltered Employment
— K-Shiki’s Practice in the 1960’s —

Yasuko SHISHIDO and Yuji TUMAGARI

In 1961 the 'K-shiki’ Company situated at Minami-Senju in Arakawa-ku, Tokyo, undertook to promote

sheltered employment. Because we seldom find that kind of interest in welfare in Japan at that time, this
was a progressive act for a private enterprise.

The purpose of this study is to elucidate why K-shiki’s practice was undertaken and how they were

able to do it. This process involved interviews with the leader of the promotion group who was also the
daughter of the owner of the company, as well as the workers of the company. The auther also investegated

some relevant literature.

1)

2)

3)

The auther can now report the results of my study as follows.
K-Shiki's practice had been supporting mentally retarded people living in the community for a long time.
Without this support, handicapped people couldn't find any way to live after graduating from classes for
the hadicapped at school.
Employment given was never supplementary, although there was a shortage of hands during the period
of high economic growth. The auther suppose that it was difficult to continue this practice without a
volunteer spirit. But more importantly, during the course of my investigation the auther found this
practice was related to the vocational education in Arakawa First Junior High School which was known
as “The School Factory Method.”.
The existance of K-Shiki was buried into peoples memories because of it’s removal and insolvency in
1976. Although the auther recognise the meaning of their practice is very important. Now is the time,
it is said, that we must move to seriously employ handicapped people. Under the circumstances I believe
we can learn a lot from the practice of K-Shiki.

Key words : sheltered employment, living in comunity, vocaticnal education
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