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Equality in Higher Education Opportunity and Student Financing
Patterns in Japan

Takeshi KATO, University of TSURUBA

In this study, social and economic conditions of student life are
discussed on the basis of 2002 MEXT =survey on the student life in
Japan. Main findings are as follows;

1)Aalthough tuition fee among national university is lower, there
exist small difference in the income of students' parents between
national and private universities. This tendency 1s particular in
Tokyo metropolitan area, where expansion of the number of national
university student are restricted until recently.

2)In spite of the wide difference in the school expenses between
universities, income level of students' parents do not affect their
university choice.

3)Dispersicn of natiocnal universities around the country results
in the c¢bstruction of them to promote equal higher education
opportunity.

A conclusion drawn in the consideration of above-mentioned
analysis i1s that student support programs should not be restricted
only for students, but should be designed ag a part of the

comprehensive youth supporting system.
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