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UNESCO’s activities in the field of higher education

Isao MIZUTA

In October 1998, the World Conference on Higher Education - Higher Education in the Twen
ty-first Century: Vision and Action-was convened at UNESCO headquarters in Parizs. More
than 4,000 stakeholders of higher education attended this conference. During the session,
more than 100 hundred Ministers in charge of higher education outlined guiding principles
for the renewal of higher education in the twenty-first century.

The conference was organized under 4 Commissions and 12 thematic debate groups. The
Commissions included *Relevance,” *“Quality,” “*Management.” Financing * and”Internati
onal Cooperation.” The deliberations of the Commissions and groups were summarized in
two main documents, namely: "World Declaration on Higher Education for the Twenty-first
Century” and “Priority Action for Change and Development of Higher Education.”

The main responsibility for implementation of the resolutions remains with the respective
member states and their higher education institutions. UNESCO, however, in cooperation
with other Organizations and partners, is expected to coordinate the regional focal points.
In effect, UNESCO, with its 188 member states, will launch a very wide range of activities
in this field. For example, "Strategic indicators for Monitoring Higher Education in the 21
st Century” is a project which aims at formulating an appropriate set of indicators from
the quantitative point of view in order to advocate and promote increased interaction betw
een international comparative research on higher education and policy-making. It should be
stressed that the fundamental position of UNESCO throughout its follow-up activities 1s to
play the role of & “clearing house.”

The purpose of this paper is to explore the possibility of Japanese cooperation in UNESCO’
5 activities in the field of higher education. The author of this document works in the Divis
1on of Higher Education of UNESCO, hence hiz emphasiz is on UNESCO's policy in Higher

Education.
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