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Examination of indices of reading environment maintenance
to support reading activities in nursery schools:

Content analysis of “Basic Plan for the Promotion of
Children’s Reading Activities” and nursery school surveys
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Abstract

This study examines indices of the current situation and issues of the reading environment (all
conditions surrounding reading) so that communities, including libraries, can support nursery
schools’ reading activities. In Survey 1, the contents of the “Basic Plan for the Promotion of
Children’s Reading Activities” were analyzed to extract descriptions of reading environment
maintenance that were necessary in nurseries. The results indicated five primary items were
needed to measure this as an index: understanding of and interest in reading activities by
nursery teachers, activities involving contact with picture books and stories, enlightenment
of parents, secure book space, and maintenance of books considering development stages. In
Survey 2, the survey items of nursery school surveys published online by 34 local governments
completed the “Basic Plan for the Promotion of Children’s Reading Activities” were analyzed.
Thirty sub-items were extracted, such as presence/absence of reading aloud, presence/
absence of library, number of books, and lectures for guardians. The surveys’ results were
integrated, so this study detailed which sub-items were needed to measure the five primary
items. In the future, it is expected that surveys using these indices will be conducted to
promote effective cooperation between communities, including libraries and nurseries.
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