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The Comparative Study on the Models of Modern Higher Education
in France and Germany — From the Perspective of Curriculum —

Futao, HUANG

From the perspective of curriculum, the modernization of higher education in Europe was
firstly started in France after 1789, basically characterized by establishing various special
colleges rather than in Germany as usually considered. The modernization of higher education
institutions in both countries can be divided into two phases. In the first phase, that is,

before 1860, there existed great differences in higher education institutions between the two
countries, while in the second phase, from 1860 ; higher education institutions in both count
ries shared so many resemblance as emphasizing practical science programs and combining
research with teaching, etc. In the modernization of higher education in Europe, the charact
gristics of higher education in France and Germany can be regarded as two models, represen
ting two kinds of educational ideas relating to modern science and affecting the modernizat
ion of higher education in other countries. Because the utilitarian value of modern science is
stressed in the curriculum of French higher education institutions, French model serves the
government and society at large more directly. The German model, however, pays much
more attention to the pursuit of pure science since cognitive and developmental values of
modern science are accepted as the fundamental philosophy of operating higher education

institutions.
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