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Creative Instruction Using Manzai in the Upper-intermediate
Japanese Language Classroom

SEKIGUCHI Mio, SPAIN Drew

[Abstract] Japanese is a required course of the English curriculum offered at the
University of Tsukuba and consists of a 75 minute class 3 times a week over the 10
weeks of the AB Modules for a total of 30 class periods. Students of the Japanese 301
and 302 classes traditionally prepare academic presentations to showcase the prog-
ress they have made over the semester. During the 2019 spring semester iteration of
the course, however, the final three class meetings were allocated to a speech project
involving manzai, a form of Japanese comedy performed in pairs. This paper reports
on the instruction and implementation of manzai, focusing in particular on pair work
and attention to the audience. In addition, it discusses some apparent results of this
type of instruction, including the development of improvisational abilities and non-
verbal communication skills.

(Keywords] Manzai, comedy, boke-tsukkomi, joke, creative instruction
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