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Summary

Li Ruiging’s Involvement in Calligraphy Publication at Zhenya Tushuiju:
Sales Strategies for Artworks by Retired Bureaucrats of the Qing Dynasty Who Immigrated to Shanghai

KANNO Chiaki

Li Ruiqing (1867-1920) was a calligrapher who played a major role in the late Qing Dynasty and the early
days of the Republic of China. Li involved himself in the publication of calligraphy works at a publisher named
Zhenya Tushuju. His way of involvement at the publisher was unique, with no similar cases observed among other
publishers of the time. The objective of this paper is to find out the reason behind this.

Li maintained relationships with a group of leaders of painting and calligraphy associations founded during the
late Qing Dynasty as well as with a group of people around retired bureaucrats of the Qing Dynasty who immigrated
to Shanghai after the revolution. Those who belonged to the respective groups were, unlike Li, rather reluctant
to sell their artworks in the form of photographic reproductions to be published by existing publishers, whose
major activity was to publish photographic reproductions of gushuhuabeities (ancient paintings, calligraphies and
rubbings). Those painters and calligraphers who belonged to the next generation following Li also didn’t need to
be dependent on existing publishers because they established their own associations and created an environment
in which they could represent themselves, including sales of their artworks, by starting magazines on their own
initiative.

It is considered that due to these background situations, the way of Li’s involvement in Zhenya Tushuju
remained distinctive in the world of painting and calligraphy of the time.
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