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Massification of Higher Education and Student Enrollment Behavior
—Supply Structure ,Family income and Achievement—

Masashi FUIIMURA

The equality of opportunity on higher education is still now a political and economic issue in local
governments and new middle class, even when expansion of higher education enters into the mass to universal
stage to which M.Trow has called.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the extent to which supply structure of higher education, family
income and achievement of students affect the enrollment rates in four-year universities or two-year colleges

in Japan by stepwise regression using the time-series aggregate data 1981 to 1997.

Major empirical findings from the analysis can be summarized as follows:

(1) National data on the enrollment rates indicate the upward tendency, but variance among districts becomes
wider than the restricted age. While an average level of enrollment rates is now upward tendency, the
structure of a range does not change. There is a 10% difference of man’s enrollment rates between local
provinces and large cities constantly. National data which depend on Trow thesis conceal a fact of
difference among prefectures. And similar tendencies are found with women.

(2) Within the framework of stepwise method, the independent effects of an achievement on admission to the
four-year university remains the model not the family income. This is particularly true with man’s outward
mobility of admission. Inward mobility is negatively related to an achievement. This suggests that students
with academically eligible affects their college admission. But, family income is now important factor on
admission, since the possible negative consequences of the over-expansion of private institutions can not
select candidates by their achievement.

(3) When interaction effect with achievement and diversity (index of curriculum reform) of private
institutions is added into the stepwise framework, the independent effect of interaction shows negative
effect on the inward mobility of admission, being other variables constant. This means that the private
institutions which are now restructuring for survival attract low level applicants. This is an example of
unintended consequences of social action.

(4) The supply structure of higher education is very important for women’s enrollment behavior because of
their tendency to remain locally. Especially, national institutions with the lower tuition and more diversity

of curriculum attract womens.
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