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A Study on the Foundation and Development
of Postdoctoral System in China

Hirotaka NANBU {HIROSHIMA University)

In China, postdoctoral system was introduced in 1985, For introducing it at that time, there are
three reasons, Dirst, in 1982, there were the first doctors who acquired doctoral degree through
the degree system which was established in 1980. Secondly, it was started to search effective
methods for stimulating return of students studying abroad. Thirdly, some suggested that moere
effective mobility of researchers was needed in China,

In this system, postdoctoral programs are established at some universities and research
institutes through assessment and approval by China Postdoctoral Council for Management and
Coordination of Postdoctoral Programs, and posidoctoral fellows make their study there, As a
formal member of the staff, postdoctoral fellows can draw their pay and can receive financial
support for their research.

All of the postdoctoral programs which was established in 1985 was in the fields of natural
science and technology. After 1985, several times China Postdoctoral Council for Management
and Coordination of Postdoctoral Programs gave some universities and research institutes the
approval to establish new postdoctoral programs, and it was started to csiablish postdoctoral
programs in humanity and social science since 1992. So, the number of postdocioral programs
which was only 102 in 1985 has go up to 947 in 2001, Focusing on the number of postdoctoral
fellows, there was only | who enroll in postdoctoral programs in 1985. The number has
constantly increased, and has reached 1775 in 1998,

The diversification of source of money contributes to increasing the number of postdoctoral
programs and postdoctoral fellows. When ihis system was introduced, source of money was
provided -only from central government. Since 1988, universities and research institutes which
have established postdoctoral programs have been able o receive money for recruiting
postdoctoral fellows. And they started to recruit postdoctoral fellows in cooperation with

enterprises from the middle of 1990s.
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