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Years 1-2 .
Earth dikes are built around an area of water,
and the water is drained away.

Years 3-6

A mat of woven twigs is laid across the land.
Planes sow seeds of reeds that grow
through the mat.

= Year 7

Dikes Reeds are burned, and ashes are
plowed into the soil.
and
.. Year 8 -,
Polders e, | Polder is used for farmt:

i d settlements:
In response to the pressure of a grow- ing an :

ing population, the Netherlands began to
reclaim marshy lowlands from the North Sea in
the 1100s. This new dry land, called polders, was created
with protective dikes and drainage ditches. The use of wind-
mills made it easier to pump excess water off the land. A continuing
problem, however, was the Zuider Zee, an arm of the North Sea. This
body of water once protruded deep into the Netherlands and often
flooded the surrounding land. Finally, in 1932, the Dutch completed
a dike that stretched about 20 miles (32.2 km) across the water. On the
inland side of the dike, the salt water gradually became a freshwater

fake—Lake Ijssel. Baerwald, Fraser (2007) P.340 & ¥ #5#%

Making a Polder

As a polder is being created,
how is the land fertilized with
organic matter?
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