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Hayashi Razan’s views regarding Lao-tse
Ohno lzuru

Although it is widely known that Hayashi Razan (B&¥i111) was one of the representa-
tive Confucian scholars in Japan, he was also a top class scholar of Lao tse’s works
in early Edo period. He also translated Lao-tse’s works into Japanese.

In Razan’s writings I found that Razan had many negative opinions against Lao tse.
Yet, Razan’s attitude to Lao-tse seems to be contradictory. This is a problem that
must be considered if one examines Razan’s views on Lao-tse in a chronological order.

Through this type of study, the contradictions can he resolved. I have found that the
days of Razan’s writings were largely divided into two periods. In the first half period,
in the bipolar structure (Confucianism versus anti-Confucianism) he attempted to
comprehend Lao-tse as anti-Confucianism, and within that definition Taoism (U5#4)
and Buddhism also fell.

In the latter half, Razan freed himself of this simple bipolar structure. He dis-
criminated between the intrinsic thoughts of Lao-tse and the thoughts which were
sometimes combined with Lao-tse, and he tried to appreciate Lao-tse for itself. From

this viewpoint, Razan was able to complete his Japanese version of Lao-tse.
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