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The Biblical Hebrew kotal in the Dialogue

IKEDA Akira

In this paper I focus on the Biblical Hebrew (BH) karal in the dialogue (D) and
demonstrate that the kofal forms behave differently from those in the narrative (N).

J. Tkeda (2003, 2004) focused on the koral forms in the N and proposed that
“the BH SC (Suffix Conjugation = kotal) in narrative texts is unmarked for TMA.
Its TMA are determined by the context if possible. If they are not specified by the
context, the SC takes the default value according to the semantic subcategories of the
verb.,” But his proposal is not sufficient when we analyze kofal forms in the D.

By adding some revisions to his proposal, I suggest a new framework as follows:
1) Some kotal forms in D are unmarked for TMA as in the N.

2) The default value of the katal forms in the D is related to the
person and is different from those in the N.  The koral forms in
the second person in a non-past context often function like the imperative.
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