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The Type of the Antecedents of Demonstratives Koko, Soko,
Asoko

Kanji Takeda
Demonstratives koko, soko, asoko in Japanese refer to the place or the position in the
actual world. In this paper (A) we examine what are the antecedents of the demonstratives
in the written text, having had no study on such antecedents. (B) At the same time we
examine the non-explicit antecedents of the demonstratives. A non-explicit antecedent is

the following.

Akishino kara Nakayama no mura ni hairi Akishinogawa o wataru to, soko wa
mo, haha no jikka no aru Oshikuma da.
We go in Nakayamamura through Akishino and cross the Akishino river, then

we are in Oshikuma, where my mother’s parents’ family lives.

The antecedent of ’soko’ in this example is ‘Akishinogawa o watatta basho (the place
which we arrived at, crossing the Akishino river)’. But the place isn’t written before
‘soko’. So in the example ’place’ is a non-explicit antecedent.
The results are as follows: ,

(A) The antecedents of ‘koko, soko, asoko’ are a great variety of nominals, but what the
demonstratives refer to are (1) a part which is drawn a border line or a thing which we
suppose is drawn a border line, (2) a line-shapedkthing and (3) an interior part of a thing.
(B) The non-explicit antecedents of ‘koko, soko, asoko’ are (1) ‘place’, ‘state or situation’,
‘part’, ‘degree or extent’, ‘figure or attitude’, ‘act or behavior’, (2) ‘process’, ‘time’ and
(3) ‘feeling or thinking’. (1) is compared to a space which is drawn a border line, (2) is

compared to a line-shaped thing and (3) is compared to a container.



