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Degree adverbs appearing in negative constructions

Zhang Li qun

“NAKANAKA” and "TOTEMO” as degree adverbs are used not only as proposi-
tionsbut also in expressions with *NAI” (negative constructions) that shows modality.

this paper examined the latter usage and the following are the results. (1) When
”NAKANAKA;VNAI” is used as a sentense final, it has modality. However,if a noun
ingredient follows after “NAKANAKA~NAI", it has objective expression.
(2) "TOTEMO~NAI" has stronger modality than "NAKANAKA~NAI", and doesn’t
allow objectification.
(3) "NAKANAKA” shows the speaker’s judgement that one’s own wishes cannot easily
be realized. Sometimes it includes a feeling of disappointment.
(4) >TOTEMO” also shows the speaker’s judgement that one’s own wishes cannot easily

be realized, and the speaker’s anticipation of the development of the situation.



