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A Study on the Structural Analysis of Compound Verbs

Sounju Ahn

This study focuses on the combination of two component verbs which defines a single
meaning and functions in an independent usage.

The different combinations consisting of two verbs may be in the verb form or in the
nounform. In this paper, the structural characteristics of compound verbs were examined
by making a comparison between compound verbs and compound nouns.

After a thorough analysis, the compound verbs and compound nouns can be classified
into several types based on the related meanings of the two verbs which composed the
combination. Compound verbs are classified into 7 structural types as in the following :
SYUDAN, GENIN, YOUTAI, DOUJI, KEIZOKU, GYAKUSETSU and HEIRETSU ;
and compound nouns are classified into 5 structural types such as : GENIN, YOUTAI,
DOUJI, KEIZOKU and HEIRETSU. For the compound nouns, only the GENIN type
has one or two examples.

From this study, it can be said that SYUDAN, GENIN and GYAKUSETSU types canbe
compound verbs. In the HEIRETSU type, there are more examples of compound nouns

than compound verbs.



