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The Structure of Metaphoric Meaning

- from a cognitive perspective

Dokbong YI

This paper will consider various features of metaphor as a cog-
nitive structure, as well as elements in actual discourse which form
the perceived meaning of metaphor.

Until now research has focused on the meaning of metaphor at
the lexical level, and thus only the semantic characteristics present
in both tenor and vehicle,have been treated as having metaphorical mea-
ning. In addition to the correlative general meanings of tenor and vehi-
cle, however, this paper examines through a simple experiment those
elements of metaphorical meaning related to semantic choice, eg. syntac-
tical structure, phonetic and metrical structure, discourse style,inten-
tion of speaker, cultural and personal background of listener, relation
between speaker and listener,etc.

New elements in metaphorical meaning which are part of neither

tenor meaning nor vehicle meaning are also considered.



