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Between Speech Act Theory and Hodality

Masaki YAMAOKA

Previous researthes has approached modality only in terms of syntactic
form. We extend the concept of modality and show that the illocutionary force
of utterances also has a modality function. Thus we define modality purely in
terms of the function of utterance, i.e. independent of its form.

For example:

(1) Ganbaru. (I exert myself.)

(2) .Taihosuru. (I arrest you.)
the Japanese utterances (1)+(2) lack a modal form but share the following
features. First, functionally, they express the speaker’s intention to do his
own some future action, i.e. both utterances correspond to commissives in
speech act theory. Second, structurally, they contain volitive verbs and
their proposional content refers to speaker’s future action. The features
of these utterances also satisfy the felicity conditions for commissives in
speech act theory.

Thus, the speaker’s intention in utterances like (1)#(2) is expressed not
by form, but by their illocutionary force, This force has structural
features. So the utterances are classified not in terms of syntactic form but

rather in structural terms on the pragmatic level.



