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Refusing:communication and implication

Hihoko Nomura

This paper discusses the expressions of refusal., Refusing some requests or
proposals, usually we do not use direct words of refusal such as “No”, “I
don’t want to do it”, etc., but give indirect expression instead. This seenms
to indicate that an usual conversation has two aspects; first, in which part-
icipants exchange information one another, and second, in which participants
try to keep good relations one another.

In this paper some examples of conversation are considered and the follow-
ing two patterns of indirect refusal are found as a result. The first one is
Jjust to state some reasons why the speaker cannot accept the request or pro-
posal. And the second one is to avoid making immediate reply and get through
the situation with such vords as “Please give me time to think about it”, or
“I’11 answer later”, for example. This paper attempts to analyze these two

patterns from the viewpoint of implication.



