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The relationship between contextual relevance and “NDODA”

~~~~~ “NODA” necessary for giving answers

Yung Pui King

The objective of this paper is to illustrate “NODA” ’s furction of indi-
cating contextual relevance. This is shown by the examination of the relation-
ship between questions and answers, as well as that between requests for con-
firmation and answers. It was found that when answers do not correspond to
questions or requests for confirmation directly in either their content or
information structure, “NODA” becomes necessary, not to confirm that proposi-
tions are true, as some former studies have argued, but to relate answers te
the preceding context. The paper then discusses “NODA” in the light of Sper-
ber and Wilson’s Relevance Theory (19868) and concludes that “NODA” has the
effect of facilitating the understanding of utterances by allowing addressees

to assume more easily that the utterances are “optimally relevant™ .



