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Function of -suru Base-form as a Imperative Expression

Tsutomu MAKIHARA

There are several forms in Japanese which are used as
imperative expressions in addition to the imperative forms of
verbs. In this paper, a general examination is made of these
forms, focusing in particular on -suru.

The phenomenon of the use of -suru as an imperative
expression has been regarded in research to date as being of the
same nature as that of single nouns which function as imperative
expressions, haizara "(Bring me) an ashtray!", for example. The
position taken here, however, is that the deontic force of such
expressions arises pragmatically from the aspect by which "an
utterance concerning a future event under the conscious control
of the hearer is made referring to that event as if it were an
completed action." This perspective makes it possible to
explain forms other than -suru which function as imperative
expressions, such as -suru no, -suru n da, and -shita, as well
in a uniform manner.

Imperative expressions such as -suru and -suru no can also
only be used in contexts in which some request for action has
already been made, indicating that such expressions differ in

nature from those derived from imperative forms such as -shiro.



