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The possible combinations of Pair Compounds

in Japanese V-V lexical compound verbs

HO Chi-Ming

In Japanese V-V lexical compound verbs, there are combinations
like naki-sakebu (cry-shout: cry out), home-tataeru (praise-admire!
praise), tae-shinobu (bear-endure: endure), hikari-kagayaku (shine-shine:
shine brightly), in which the first verb of the eompound(V1) and the
second verb of the compound (V2) with similar meanings are
compounded to indicate the repetitiveness or intensity of the described
process. This kind of compound verb is called a Pair Compound. This
paper attempts to examine the characteristics of the verbs which can
become V1 and V2 of Pair Compounds, and the reason why those verbs
can become V1 and V2.We examine the characteristics of verbs on the
following point: whether the verb shows a change of location or state or
not. By using Unique Path Constraint, we examine the restrictions of the
possible combinations (V1+V2) of Pair Compounds. As a result, verbs
can become V1 and V2 may not show a change of location or state.



