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The structure of refusal expressions in

Japanese and Korean

— With a focus on refusals of one’s academic
adviser’s request —

Jieun WON

The paper analyzes the structure of refusal expressions in Japanese
and Korean. In both languages there is a core structure of refusal
expressions, surrounded by various semantic formulas, The paper makes
clear similarities and differences between Japanese and Korean in the
parallel syntagmatic relations, as well as vertical paradigmatic relations.
Past research has mainly focused on the analysis of the parallel relations
in the structure of refusal expressions, whereas this paper puts the
emphasis on the comparison of both, the parallel and the vertical
relations.



