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Rhetorical questions with HE in Zuo Zhuan

Yasushi SUuGITA

Archaic Chinese has an interrogative word HE. He Leshi{1988a) clas-
sified uses of the word HE in Zuo Zhuan into three: 1)interrogative
pronoun HE1, which means ‘ what’ or ‘ who ' ; 2)interrogative ad-
jective HE2, which means ‘ what kind of " ; 3)interrogative adverb HE3,
which means ° why *. This paper reconsiders her analysis mainly on
HE1 and HE3. The author had already proposed a hypothesis that a
preposition Yu makes V-O sentences into V-Yu-O patterns, which codes
speaker’s negative attitude about realizability of the action or event of V
and had named it ‘ irrealis construction ' . Based on this point of view,
some of the HE1 examples used in rhetorical questions listed by He Leshi
are not pronouns but, adverbs since they have HE-V-Yu-O patterns, in
which HE cannot be moved O.



