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On the restrictions of Japanese adverbs of
degree with the function of deixis
Naoko Havasui

Adverbs of degree with the function of deixis have certain restrictions on
thelr appearance in sentences. These restrictions are related to two points.

First, there is the question of sentence type. Adverbs of degree with the
function of deixis marked by Ko- or A- appear only in assertive or exclamatory
sentences. On the other hand, adverbs of degree marked by So- appear only
in interrogative sentences. This distinction is related to the differences among
Ko- So- A-. In other words, the Ko- So- A- distinction determines the type of
sentence in which the adverbs may appear.

Second, there is the question of whether or not the adverb appears in the
presupposition part of the sentence. If the adverb doesn’t appear in the pre-
supposition part, it requires the deictic referent to be at the scene of utterance,
However, if the adverb does appear in the presupposition part, it doesn’t re-
quire the deictic referent to be at the scene of utterance. This is because if a
sentence contains a presupposition and the adverb appears in it, this means
the sentence has a preceding context and the deictic referent of the adverb
is present in that context. An adverb in the non-presupposition part of a
sentence requires the deictic referent to be present at the scene of utterance

because of the lack of any preceding context guaranteeing deixis.



