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What Do the Taiwanese Listen
for the Tokyo Accent:
Analysis from

the Perspective of Acoustic Phonetics

PAN Hsin-ying

This paper is based on the listening survey of Taiwanese speakers for
further analysis.

Since phonetics accent is more closed to real accent (than phonology
accent), we process the survey sample with acoustic analysis, and induce
the characteristics of Tokyo accent, to further infer the Taiwanese specific
habits of listening to Tokyo accent.

In analysis, we find that most Taiwanese would recognize staircase
prosody going up or down, but would not get sense of where and which
words to go down. Moreover, they would misjudge the highest point of
frequency curved line of Japanese as the accent, and these might be the
general tendency for Taiwanese speakers to listen to the accent in
Japanese,



