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Possibility of Application of Lateral Marketing to
University-based Product Development

Takako SANO (University of TSUKUBA)

The primary purpose of this paper is to analyze cases where universities actively develop
products using the theory of lateral marketing and to clarify whether lateral marketing thinking
methods can be found on the basis. The second objective is to clarify whether it is possible to
apply the theory of lateral marketing to cases where universities are actively developing
products.

Specifically, we analyzed articles published in the Nihon Keizai Shimbun between 2012 and
2017.

As a result, firstly, it became clear that it is possible to apply market level or product level
lateral marketing to the product development that the university takes initiative. Secondly, it
turned out that lateral marketing does not require a certain procedure.

This paper is the first study to clarify the thesis that lateral marketing can be applied to
the product development carried out by the university and theoretically clarified the problem in
applying. Also, it is a contributing point that the specific clarification of the problem in

spreading the practice of lateral marketing was concrete.



