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The Trend of Geographical Studies on Recreation and Tourism
in West Germany

Hideya ISHII

The purpose of this paper is to review the development of geographical studies on re-
creation and tourism in West Germany. Chapter II deals with the trend of such studies
before World War 2. Chapter III covers the postwar revival of interest in this field and
some of the attempts to develop a systematic recreational geography after 1960. Chapter IV
discusses various recent trends in the development of this area of study.

In Germany, the necessity of studying the phenomena of recreation and tourism was
already recognized at the turn of the century. At first, these geographical studies were con-
sidered as a part of settlement geography, or were approached from the viewpoint of trans-
portation geography and influenced by economic studies on tourism. In 1939 H. Poser
published his major work on tourism in Riesengebirge, in which he regarded tourism in a
spatial context, and tried to clarify the regional characteristics of tourism and the relation-
ship between human and physical phenomena. This paper made a great contribution to the
subsequent development of geographical regearch on recreation and tourism in West Germany.

After World War 2, geographical research in this area began to advance rapidly. As
the case studies accumulated, so the need for systematization increased. W. Christaller and
others insisted on placing them within the field of economic geography. They took the geo-
graphy of tourism to be the study of the location of resorts as a whole. Since then, K.
Ruppert and J. Maier have made a series of attempts to derive a methodolog, for this field
of study within the framework of social geography. Recreational geography was defined by
them as being the study of the spatial organization and the process of formation of recrea-
tion activities, which are a fundamental function of man in an industrial society. They
have played an important role in establishing the geography of recreation and tourism, not
only through theoretical and methodological studies, but also many empirical studies.

On the other hand, especially since the 1960’s, the scope of recreational geography and
the methods of its study have become diverse. Not only are there many studies on the
interaction between recreational activities and regional characteristics, or landscapeformation,
but also extensive studies on the phenomenon of weekend recreation and research oriented
to regional planning have been carried out. Recently landscape evaluation for the purpose
of receation has also been discussed.

Generally speaking, however, in West Germany there are abundant studies which deal
with the characteristics and classification of the recreational region in a small, limited area,
or with its landscape formation. K. Ruppert and J. Maier admit that as far as the macro-
scale analysis of spatial organization of recreation or of the spatial effects of different socio-
economic groups are concerned, such studies have not been sufficient. In fact, since German
human geography has her own strong tradition, the introduction of methods based on spatial
theory or behavioral science, popular in Great Britain, the U.S. A. and other countries, has
not met with much enthusiasm. But recently the amount of research which deals with
the spatial characteristics of the recreation phenomenon itself has increased, partly as a result
of the growing need to participate in regional planning. Of course, detailed regional studies
based on environmental theory are also numerous. It is clear that the knowledge derived
from, and an overall value judgement based on such studies are also very important in the
application of regional planning. ‘
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In this paper, the author makes an attempt to review the development of geographical studies
on recreation and tourism in West Germany, which has a brillant and strong tradition also in this
field. It is possible that some important papers have been overlooked or disregarded.
this review by a foreigner may have some significance.
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