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The Development of Recreational Facilities in a Coastal

Village, Minato, on Izu Peninsula

Nobuo Takahashi, Koichi Fujisawa, Kdji Kobayashi, and Yasuyuki Nishiwaki

The inhabitants living under a certain geographical environment take advantage of that given
environment. When their way of life is affected by some external impact, they are certain to adapt
to the new environment. In this paper we discuss how the people living in a coastal village adapted
themselves to the changes, and developed recreational facilities.

Minato is the southernmost coastal village of Izu penisnsula about 150 kilometers southwest of
Tokyo. The inhabitants used to make a living by small coastal fishery and farming, making use of
hills, a river, and sea which surrounds the village. Although the area is very small, a beautiful
and sandy beach extends for about 1 kilometer. [n addition, hot spring can be piped trom a nearby
village, Shimogamo. Thus Minato is blessed with rich recreational resources.

The Minato Hospital of Navy was established in 1923, utilizing these resources. As a result the
inhabitants began to rent rooms. However, the external factor which changed the inhabitants’ way
of life most remarkably was the opening of the Ize Express Railroad in 1961. This made it possible
for the people from Tokyo and Yokohama to come easily, so that recreational facilities were
developed rapidly in Minato. Fishing boats which had been used as the means of production began
to be used as sightseeing boats, and the coast as a bathing place.

The more people visit the village, the more inhabitants rent rooms for tourists (Fig. 6). Run-
ning room renting became a big business and increased its importance in the economic activities
there. With the increase of this kind of business the use of land in the private holdings and the
type of the houses in the village have changed greatly (Fig. 8) and as the vesult recreational
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facilities such as lodging, rest homes, buffets. and parking lots have become dominant in the
landscape of the former coastal village.

However, very important problems have been brought about with this rapid development of
recreational facilities. Villas have been built even on steep slopes. And the mud which flows
from the villas does damages to the rice fields on lowlands, and distorted development of villas is

destroying natural environment.
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