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World Population and production

Areal Patterns of Livestock Industry of Japan

in the 1960s.
Shozo Yamamoto and Akira Tezuka

In this study the iwriters comprehensively analyzed and described some trends of individual
livestock industry to clarify the areal characteristics of livestock industry of Japan in the 1960s.
The result can be summarized as follows.

1. Under the situation of selective improvement within Japanese livestock production enterprise,
the areal trend of livestock industry of Japan in the 19€0s can be characterized as its areal
specialization. In this case the areal specialization has two meanings: the first, a distinct separation
of livestock industry areas {rom non-livestock industry ones, and the second, special livestock
industry areas appearing within a livestock industry area. With the decline of draft cattle and
horse breeding through the 1960s, Japanese livestock industry has become commercialized and
centralized on favorably situated areas. In consequence, poultry production areas, pig production
areas, {attening cuttle production areas, and dairy production areas, etc. have developed and areal
specialization within a livestock area has become remarkable.

2. The distribution pattern of each livestock production enterprise density in 1970 shows that
poultry and pig breeding areas are centrally located in the suberbs of metropoleis, and on the
other hand. beef cattle and dairy production areas are mainly located in the southern Kyushu and
the eastern Hokkaido which are the futhest districts from the Tokaido Megalopolis. In this way,
the locational characteristics of some enterprises located near big markets such as the Keihin,
the Chukyo, and the Keihanshin district are in a striking contrast to those of the other enterprises
located far from above mentioned districts.

3. Through the 1960s, the trend of decentralization of important livestock production areas {rom
metropolitan areas can be seen. Especially beef cattle production areas are good examples, namely,
the center of those areas which were in the Chugoku Mountain and the central Kyushu, moved to
the distant places of Japan, the southern Kyoushu. In the case of dairy production areas, we can
find a similar trend: the row milk production areas of the eastern Hokkaido became important and
by contrast, the suburban dairy production areas became less important. On the other hand, the
decline of the pig production enterprise in the distant southern Kyushu where “pig breeding on
sweet potatoes” is done, seems to have gone backward the decentralization of livestock Industry areas
from metropolitan areas. But in so far as concerning to the commercial pig production enterprise, it
is centralizing on the Kanto district on one side and is developing in the middle zone of Japan such
as the Sanin and the Dewa district on the other. Since a broiler production enterprise has recently
developed, it may be too hasty to discuss its locational movement here. In the case of the ovum
recovery poultry industry usually located near markets, it fails to increase its production because

of urban sprawl, and then main production areas are moving outward.
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