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A Study on Geographical Factors for the Growth of Industrial

Cities in Hokuriku Region, North-central Japan (abstract)

Fumio Takano

In Japan there are many cities which can be classified into three types according to their
industrial bases, that is, the secondary (mainly manufacturing) industry type, the intermediate type
and the tertiary (mainly commercial and service) industry type. Regional distribution of the cities
classified into these three types reveals remarkable feature that the cities belonging to the secondary
industry and intermediate types are concentrated to the central part of Japan. In other regions,
however, these two types are {ew and the tertiary industry type cities abound. The purpose of this
paper is to study on geographical factors for the regional concentration of these secondary industry
inclined cities to the central part of Japan. The case study was carried out on many industrial
cities in Hokuriku Region, north-central Japan. The conclusion is as follows;

(1) In these cities in Hokuriku Region, there were much accumulation of merchant capital by pre-
modern types of transportation, for instance, small river boats and sailing-vessels in the late feudal
age. And it raised local traditional industries of textile and metal works by financing them and
they have developed to modern industrial cities.

(2) These cities were located in the central part of Japan where was near to two large central
markets of Japan, Tokyo (Edo) and Osaka. These markets were the very favorable factor to get

many informations of business and technology for developing these industries in that time.
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