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Transformation of a Coastal Settlement, Kisami, on Izu Peninsula

Hideya Ishii, Isao Saito and Yukihisa Uchivama

Kisami is a settlement in the southern part of Izu Peninsula shout 150 km southwest of Tokyo.
It is situated 4 km southwest of Shimoda Shi, which is a center of South lzu. In 1961 Izu Kyuko
railway line set up and South Izu has been directly connected with Tokyo. Since then all settle-
ments in South Izu have rapidly changed with the development of tourism and urbanization of
Shimoda Shi.

Kisami was primarily agricultural settlement and it was a little different from many other
settlements in South Izu, the inhabitants of which were depend upon coastal fishery rather than
agriculture. In Kisami the dairy farming and horticulture were introduced and spread after the
early period of Showa Era (about 1930). It can be said that Kisami had a character of suburban
agricultural district of Shimoda Shi. As we clarifed already,” however, Kisami showed also a
basic characteristic of the settlements in South Izu, where each household made a living by
connecting various economic activities on the hills, on the farm lands and off the coast. Here
were generally combined the charcoal production and gathering grasses on the hills, farming and
small coastal fiishery. The farming was consisted of subsistence agriculture such as rice, wheat,
sweet potatoes and beans growing and of commercial agriculture such as sericulture, dairy farming
and horticulture. The latter varied chronologically. Each household carried out these economic
activities under the strong regulations of communal society.

After the opening of Izu Kyuko railway line the development of tourism were extensively
made by foreign tourist enterprises, including Izu Kyuko capital, one of the great private railway
companies. In such circumstances the inhabitants had to change their way of life, because it
became difficult to satis{y their desire for the higher income by the agriculture and fishery. On
the other hand the opportunities for employment expanded. The number of daily employment in
construction works and of commuter to Shimoda Shi has increased rapidly in Kisami, too. It
became, therefore, impossible to maintain the communal society and the use of most communal
lands were abondoned. Some of them were bought to foreign enterprises. It gave an impetus to
the advancement of foreign capitals. Meanwhile the number of pensions has also increased. Most
of households built new houses or rebuilt their houses not only for the pension, but also for
the appartment house.

Thus, the newly developing activities have changed the previous way of life of the inhabitants
and related landscape in Kisami, emerging many problems such as the increase of {allow, desola-

tion of fishery, the economic unstability of the inhabitants by the disposal of their farm land etc.

1) Shohei Biruk
Akihisa Sakurai(1974) : Transformation des villages cbtiers dans le sud d’lzu, Journal of
Geography, Vol. 83 pp. 205—231.
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