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Regional Composition of Non-agricultural Works of Farm-Houscholds

in Shimizu City, Shizuoka Prefecture

Takayuki Akahane

This parper is a regional study on the mutual relation between agricultural management and
non-agricultural works of the farm-household. For this purpose, the Shimizu City, Shizuoka
Prefecture, Pacific belt of Japan, where non-agricultural works of farm-households are increasing
and urbanization is proceeding rapidly, was selected as a case study area. The agricutural regions
of Shimizu City are divided into four districts: 1) Southern coastal district where horticulture is
prosperous, 2) Suburban district 3) Mountain foot district where the cultivation of citrus is pro-
sperous and 4) Mountainous district where the multiple cultivation of citrus, tea, bamboo shoot, etc.
is managed. In order to compare these four agricultural districts with each other, the author
selected four farm villages (Hebizuka, Nagasaki, Hirose and Oroshima) which would represent each of
the four agricultural districts.  Agricultural managements and non-agricultural works of farm-
households of these four farm villages were investigated in 1971-1973.  The investigations reveal
that Hebizuka where the agricultural management is specialized in the cultivation of starwberry in
plastic houses, and Hirose where the cultivation of citrus is a main agriculture, are very labour
intensive and lucrative in their agricultural management. Non-agricultural works of farm-households
in these two villages are mainly done by sons and daughters exept successors (eldest sons). House-
holders and successors remain as agriculturalists. Agricultural income occupies a larger part of the
total income of farm-households. Thus in these two agricultural districts, the increase of part-time
farm-households is not remarkable.  But in Nagasaki of the suburban district, Oroshima of the
mountainous district, non-agricultural works are done by not only sons and daughters except succe-
sors but also hoseholders and successors.  This means that in these suburban and mountainous
districts part-time farm-households are increasing. Especially, in Nagasaki non-agricultural works
are not only employments in factories, stores and others but also works of real estates. Many
farm-households have some nonfarm real estates and the income from nonfarm real estates amounts
to a large part of total income of the form-households. Such real estates are rent houses, rent
shops, rent factories, rent warehouses, etc. The city office of Shimizu designated Nagasaki as an
industrial district and non-agricultural Jand uses are increasing rapidly at present.

Such being the case, the farm villages of the southern coastal horticultural district and the
moutain foot district where the citrus cultivation is prosperous, does not see an increase of part-
time farm-households and agricultural managements plays a leading role in farm-household. In the
mountainous district such as Oroshima, the natural conditions for agriculture (e. g, landform,
weather condition, etc.) are inferior to other districts, and :agricu\tural management is unstable
comparatively.  Many farm-households incline to require non-agricultural incomes.

This means
that in the mountainous district the form of non-agricultural works is a type patterned by domestic
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factors of farm-households, that is, a voluntaly type of non-agricultural works. Meanwhile, in the
farm villages of the suburban district, as many factories have gone out into the farm villages and
the built-up area has been expanding, many farmers sold their arable lands to the factories, shops,
residences and lent them for non-agricultural land uses.  Thus, many farm-households have some
nonfarm real estates and the income from nonfarm real estates constitutes a large part of total
income of farm-households. This means that in the farm villages of the suburban district, the
form of non-agricultural works is a type patterned by exterior factors to farm-households, that

is, a forced type of non-agricultural works by urbanization.
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