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The Impact of Membership Conditionality
on Statebuilding in Bosnia and Herzegovina

R

NAKAMURA Takefumi'

This article examines the impact of membership conditionality by the European Union
and NATO on statebuilding activities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In Bosnia effort to build
stable and efficient state institutions has been carried out by the EU and NATQO since
2,000. EU and NATO set reward, which is a step forward to membership, and conditions
that Bosnia has to meet. Despite the fact that Bosnian politics has long been dominated by
nationalism, membership conditionality has brought some achievement in an area where
an agreement was thought to be impossible to reach. That means at least one ethnic group
within three major groups (Bosniak, Croat, Serb) changed its policy. This study examines
how an ethnic group changed its stance by looking into party behavior. Parties within a
group are struggling for votes which in Bosnia can be gained by appealing to nationalism.
Membership conditionality has potential to change party behavior by adding a new
agenda to nationalism, which is European Integration. Through analyses of three cases
- constitutional reform, defense reform, and police reform - it is shown that membership
conditionality can change party behavior and contribute to statebuilding activities in Bosnia.
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