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(SUMMARY)

Although respective researches into ‘religion and society’ and ‘religion and other
worlds” are apt to go in separate directions in terms of objects and methods, if each of these
research areas takes cognizance of the other, biases can be to some degree adjusted and both
research areas will become mutually complementary. This paper focuses on the “afterlife’ as
a clue to considering and contrasting how society and the otherworld are connected by three
renowned researchers, John Hick and Peter Berger as modern classics in religious studies,
and Ken Wilber as a representative of contemporary American religious thought. Wilber

refers to the afterlife only negatively and maintains a stance in the ‘here-and-now” from the



viewpoint of ‘infinite mysticism’. Berger is anxious about situations where supernatural or
meta-human realities, including the afterlife, interpose themselves into the circuit of world
construction. Hick illustrates various aspects of the afterlife conveyed by traditional religions
‘pluralistically’ and regards them all as educational worlds where the dead grow to

respective perfections.
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